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&-.' FROM WASHINGTCN TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Cypher/OTP, FOREIGN OFFICF SFECRET AND
WHIV'EHALL SECRET DISTRIBUTICN

Sir R. lMakins b 7.17 May 21. 1953
No: 108 © fedf PeBo QY 21, 1990
No: 1062 R: 3.39 a.m, May 22, 1953,

Yay 21, 1953.

PRIORITY.
TOP_SECRET

| Persia,

The State Department informed us teday that on a murber of
occasions asseciates of the Shah have told Henderson that
His Majesty 1s uncertain about the British attitude towards
himself, He is reported to be harping on the theme that the
British had threwn eut the Qajar Dynasty, had brought in his
father and had thrswn his father out. - Now they could keep hin
in power eor rgnoxnglg_ig_zggg_ggﬁfgszfsaw fit, If they desired
that he sheuld stay and that the Crewn should retain the powers
given te it by the Constitution he should be informed, If on
the other hand they wished him to go he should be teld ircediately
se that he ceuld leave quietly., DPid the British wish te substitute

anether Shah fer himself er te abelish :.the Monarchy ? Were they -
behind the present efforts to deprive him of his power and prestige

2. On llay 17 the Shah sent an emissary to Henderson to say
that it weuld de wuch te clarify the situation if the Ambassador
ceuld ascertain secretly and unequivecally the British attitude
tewards hinm, '

3., Hendersen had not indicated whether he thought a reply
te this enquiry was desirable but the State Department were inclin:
te think that an answer calculated ts strengthen the merale of the
Shah might de geed, Hendersen is at present en his way to Karach
to meet Dulles but will return te Tehran at the beginning of next
week. He will leave Tehran again en June 3 to come home on
leave. Arrangements have been made for him te see the Shah befor
his departure and if the latter's message 1s te receive an answer
this would be the nest suitable sccasion fer it.
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